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I have had it on my conscience for months that I promised to send you
some of my violin music, but have never done so. Unfortunately my
activities are rather multifarious, involving not merely composing, but
printing and promoting the music, writing programme notes, publicity
sheets et cefera, et cetera. But when I am busy with a score or two, then
things like sending copies to people such as yourself gets unfortunately
neglected. I am sorry!

SOLO VIOLIN SONATA No. 1
SOLO VIOLIN SONATA No.2
BALLADE HEBRAIQUE

Of the two Solo Sonatas No. 1 is the most straightforward to play,
although it requires very sensitive cantabile playing, whilst No. 3 is at times
devilishly difficult, particularly in the Scherzo. But the main problem for
the player is that having a three-part fugue to contend with in the central
part of the first movement, he or she still has to keep the intellectual
reserve required for the finale - a ten-minute Chaconne.

The first time Yossi Zivoni played the work through to me, when he
reached the run in thirty-second notes at the end of line 6, page 20, instead
of the marked rallentando he played with a strong accelerando. When I
queried this Yossi replied that he had been so relieved to have got so far
that he could not help himself showing his exhilaration!

Comtinued
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The concert premiere was in the 1991 Cheltenham International Music
Festival, preceded by a BBC studio recording. I well remember calling
Yossi to the effect that in addition to these there was the offer of a
performance in the Thomaskirche at Leipzig ( actually four days after the
Cheltenham concert). But the problem was, Leipzig being then in the
DDR, that whilst they could re-imburse Yossi's fare in Western currency,
they could only pay a fee in East Marks. There was quite a pause, and
then Yossi replied: "Just tell me the date, and tell me the time, and no
matter where in the world I might be beforehand, I will be at the Thomas
Church! And so of course he was, as were myself and Janet.

At Yossi's suggestion we have also published the Chaconne separately, so
that violinists entering competitions, scholarships and so forth can play this
as a complete contemporary piece without tackling the whole work, which
is probably too long in any case. So far Yossi is the only person to have
performed the whole work - and there is a challenge for you.

Enclosed is a tape of both Solo Sonata No. 3 and Ballade Hébraique,
this latter in the version for cello as played with orchestra by Martin
Rummel. Both the original violin and piano version and orchestral score
are enclosed, in case you have the chance of playing it with orchestra.

You may have heard that Jan has now scheduled the premiére of my
Symphony No. 5 for Sinfonia da Camera on 6™ December next. So I look
forward to renewing the orchestra's acquaintance then, which will be a
great pleasure. Qur initial publicity relgase is enzlosed.

vyt

Graham Whettam
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SOLO VIOLIN SONATA No.l

1 ANDANTE

Graham Whettam
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2 SCHERZO
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Molto vivace— sempre energico ¢ marcato
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Moderato — cantabile
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Molto moderato— elegiaco e con sordino
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MUSIC FOR STRINGS by GRAHAM WHETTAM

Chamber and Instrumental

SOLO VIOLIN SONATA No. 1 (1957)
SOLO VIOLIN SONATA No. 2 (1972)
BALLADE (1981) for violin and piano
SERENADE (1981) for guitar and viola (or clarinet)
HORN TRIO (1976) for violin, horn and piano
STRING QUARTET No. 1 (1968)
STRING QUARTET No. 2 (1978) — ‘‘Hymnos Quartet’’
STRING QUARTET No. 3 (1980)
OBOE QUARTET No. 1 (1960) — ob., vln., vla., cllo.
OBOE QUARTET No. 2 (1973) — ob., vln., vla., cllo.
HYMNOS (1978) for 8 violoncelli

(adapted from String Quartet No. 2)

Orchestral

VARIATIONS (1961) for oboe, bassoon and strings
HYMNOS (1978) for string orchestra
(adapted from String Quartet No. 2.)

CONCERTO CONCISO (1981) for string orchestra
CLARINET CONCERTO No. 2 (1982) with string orchestra
CELLO CONCERTO (1962)

3222/4230/timp.-2/hp.cel./str.

piano reduction and solo part published
CONCERTINO for clarinet and strings

— Weber arr. Whettam

MERIDEN Music
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England

Tel: (01594) 529026  Fax: (01594) 529027

For North America:
Theodore Presser Company

Presser Place, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 USA
Fax: (610) 527 7841
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